
BOYD for MAYOR - PLATFORM 

1. What do you hope to accomplish if you win this election?

It is my hope to build a coalition of people who are willing to work toward a more 
successful Darlington—where all people in the city can benefit. A positive change must 
take place in our city. We should begin to restore Darlington by starting with our streets, 
buildings, and all existing properties. It is of paramount importance our city becomes 
more inviting to our current residents and continues to attract those from outside areas.  

An alluring location will attract growth in multiple ways. More people moving to the area, 
which will increase revenues of local businesses, as well as bring new businesses and jobs 
to our area, and more potential for growth. The ultimate goal is to reclaim our place as 
the Pearl of the Pee Dee in the hearts and minds of our residents and surrounding regions. 

2. What issues do you believe should be discussed during this election season?

An actual plan – almost all modern cities in the United States and around the world have 
master plans where they layout the direction they want their community to go, AND the 
steps to take to get there. Growth of industry, population, repair of infrastructure and 
many other things are taken into consideration in these plans. To give the vague answer 
that you have a plan, but you can’t present it, is disingenuous at best and downright 
dishonest at worst. This plan should be out where everyone can see it.  

When leaders are willing to share their hopes and dreams for the community, AND actual 
plans to make those happen, it holds the leader accountable to actually achieving those 
goals. Most politicians only want to present vague ideas, but no concrete solutions and 
steps to bring those to fruition. I want to discuss actual steps we can take to reach those 
goals together as a community, and to have my success or failure measurable by the 
public based on how I follow through on the plans to bring growth and restoration to our 
great city. 

In this plan, infrastructure is the primary issue that should be discussed. We will fail as a 
city if we do not work toward repairing it. Drainage, sewage and even basic services are 
woefully inadequate. Decrepit houses and buildings must go. They are a continuing threat 
to the public and an eyesore to people who would either live in or invest in Darlington.  

Employee safety, welfare and morale are also at the top of important issues to discuss. 
For too long city employees have been restricted from doing their jobs by political 
interference. City employees must feel secure in their jobs and should take their direction 
from the City Manager only. The continual harassment of city employees by the mayor and 
members of council should never be allowed. This overstepping is against the law and 
evidence of politicians trying to use positions of power to operate outside of the rules and 
established government structure for their own agendas. 

Recreation – it is unfortunate that the city of Darlington does not have adequate 
recreational opportunities, and it is the children and families in our city who suffer most 
from this. Recreation is an issue that has been repetitively argued about by multiple 
administrations — resulting in nothing but a political stalemate with no plan for anything 
to change. Budgeted money for recreation is continually dwindling because it is being 
spent frivolously. Hartsville and Florence have both made significant strides toward first 
class recreational facilities for children and families. Not only do those recreational 



opportunities improve the life and vibrancy of a city, they also bring in revenue. And yet 
Darlington is being woefully left behind our neighbors by 40+ years in the realm of sports 
and recreation. Families move to areas where their children will have opportunities to 
learn, play, grow, and explore. And we are failing on those fronts by neglecting to develop 
a true plan to create athletic and recreational opportunities. A city trail and even basic 
recreational sites could do a considerable amount to enhance the quality of life for those 
who live here or would seek to travel to our city.  

Attracting new business and investment in the city of Darlington – Attracting more 
businesses and investment in the city of Darlington would lead to more jobs and revenue. 
Increasing population and stimulating business investment in Darlington will lead to lower 
taxes and the continual improvement of services. Such things as this would lead to the 
citizens of Darlington being able to keep their hard-earned dollars where they belong — in 
their own pockets.    

3. To what extent do you agree or disagree with the following statement? Darlington is
well-positioned for growth and prosperity: Explain your answer in two or three
sentences.

Under the current administration Darlington is destined to become a ghost town. Severe 
debt, lack of a clear plan to change, and political inaction are all stifling opportunities for 
Darlington to prosper. If you need evidence of this: there is a sixteen-foot hole in a 
woman’s yard that has been there for four years, cones all over the city, sinkholes, sewage 
backups, etc. Our city needs the opportunity to unify behind a leader who will be working 
in the ditch alongside them to do whatever it takes to see Darlington regain its identity as 
the Pearl of the Pee Dee.  

4. What are your background and qualifications for this office?

Since the time I was sixteen years old I have been placed into leadership positions. 
Although I graduated from FDTC with a degree in engineering graphics and FMU with 
degrees in mathematics and computer science, my education did not end there. I have 
constantly sought opportunities to become a better manager of people and assets. During 
this time, I have lead thousands of students in both academia and martial arts. In 1989 I 
started a business in my backyard. Over those years I have created a multi-million dollar 
business with more than sixty employees and thirteen locations in eight different cities. I 
did all of this with the help of the Jesus Christ and the support of my family. In the 
process of my business growing I have always invested in Darlington heavily both 
financially and physically — working diligently to beautify our city. I have further prepared 
myself by joining boards, seeking information of all who would answer my questions, and 
even going through the economic development program curriculum to better prepare for 
the role of mayor. 


